
Today is Laetare Sunday, the fourth Sunday in Lent. Laetare is Latin for “rejoice!”. 

To put it in very human terms, we’re halfway through Lent, so you’d better be 

happy about that. Although this particular Laetare Sunday, many would wonder 

what we have to rejoice about. But regardless of our own situation, we can rejoice 

in the fact that Easter is only a few shorts weeks away. We can rejoice in the fact 

that the Lord is sacrificing Himself for us for the forgiveness of our sins we’ve 

committed against Him. And He does all of this so that we might have eternal life. 

That we “might” have eternal life. It’s still up to us. It’s ours to lose. Faith alone 

doesn’t do it. Scripture and the Church teach us that it’s faith and works. The letter 

of St. James is quite explicit: faith without works is dead. Show me your faith 

without works and I will show my faith from my works. We have a responsibility 

to act rightly, to be just, and to demonstrate that through our works. And often, 

quite often really, we’ll fail. We’ll sin. In a time in our world where uncertainty and 

fear are the forefront of everyone’s thoughts, it’s easier than ever to allow virtue to 

diminish and vice to rise. Being contained in our homes does not dictate the 

necessity of sloth. Not being able to physically be with those we’d like to doesn’t 

mean that we simply fall into despair and talk to no one.I spoke at the beginning of 

Lent about what we can do, rather than what we can simply give up. We’ve been 

given unprecedented amounts of time with our families. We’ve been given the 

ability to immerse ourselves in the scriptures, in family prayer, in private prayer, 

without the normal distractions of everyday life. This isn’t to say that those whose 

livelihoods have been forcibly taken from them are somehow better off, but no 

matter what situation we’re put in, whether through our actions or through the 

actions of others, we have a choice. That choice is whether we fall into sin and 

despair, or find the hope of salvation that permeates this entire world regardless of 

the state that it’s in. During this time we continue to offer the opportunity for 

confessions, one hour every day, accompanied by adoration. There are multiple 



layers of cloth between the penitent and myself, so the likelihood of any 

transmission is remote, at best. And while many, for good reason, will decide that 

it’s safest to remain in their homes, for those who find themselves in a state of 

serious sin (which is very easy to do, even when one stays at home), we still have 

the ability to free ourselves from that state. If we choose to believe that our sins 

aren’t as serious, or are perhaps somehow justified during this crisis, then we’re 

allowing these sins to then build up on our souls day by day, week by week, year 

after year after year until our souls are so clouded and heavy that we just don’t care 

anymore about doing the right thing. We just wanna live our lives without be 

hassled. I said I was sorry to God about that thing with the guy and the place and 

He forgives everything right? So we’re good. Scripture disagrees. Matthew 16:19, 

“I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth 

shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 

heaven.” John 20:22-23 Christ appears to the apostles gathered together and He 

breathes on them and says, “receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are 

forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained”. This is the authority of God 

given to the apostles and passed on through ordination to every priest. The 

forgiveness of sins, ultimately dispensed by the Lord, is granted through the 

priest’s absolution. Now, one can try to argue that the intermediary is unnecessary. 

I can just talk to God directly and feel His forgiveness. But St. Augustine asks the 

one who thinks that way why these passages in the Bible exist? Why did the Lord 

say those words to the apostles after the resurrection? Why did He give the keys of 

the kingdom to St. Peter? It’s very clear what the Lord is saying and what He’s 

implying, and these words were written before the medieval ages when Dan Brown 

and others confect various Church secrets, schemes, and plots to conquer the 

world. If we deny these words of Christ as not meaning what they say, then why 

are they there? How about another reason: I’m too ashamed to go to a priest. I’m 



not ready. I need more time. St. John Chrysostom pleads with the sinner, “Be not 

ashamed to approach (the priest) because you have sinned, nay rather, for this very 

reason approach. No one says: Because I have an ulcer, I will not go near a doctor 

or take medicine; on the contrary, it is just this that makes it needful to call in 

doctors and get treatment. Priests know well how to pardon, because they 

themselves are liable to sin. This is why God did not give us angels to be our 

doctors, nor send down the angel Gabriel to rule the flock of sheep, but from the 

sheep themselves the Lord chooses the shepherds, from among the sheep He 

appoints the leader, in order that he may be inclined to pardon his followers and, 

keeping in mind his own fault, may not set himself in harshness against the 

members of the flock”. In the time of Christ, sickness was associated with sin. If 

you were sick with a disease or suffered from some disability, such as blindness, it 

was thought that it was because you were a great sinner. They didn’t understand 

fully the concept of the soul and thus sin and the destruction that it causes had to 

have some sort of physical consequence. That’s why the Pharisees tell the formerly 

blind man that he was born totally in sin. It’s so easy to write off sin as something 

that it’s not. It’s so easy to simply rationalize our actions, justify them in some way, 

or make excuses for why we refuse to buckle down and live a moral life. The blind 

man believed without having to see. The Pharisees could see but refused to believe. 

We have the truth in front of us. We can see it. Are we going to believe or not? 
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